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Just when one thinks that the enigma of commercial and political life could not get 
more convoluted and controversial than it already is, along comes the kissing cousins. 
 
Cousins, a name that has been in recent media attacking the ministerial decisions of a 
man we at SOS-NEWS have been on his case since he entered politics, Malcolm 
Turnbull.  A man we also have in recent days paid homage to for his one clear and 
correct ministerial decision concerning GUNNS TIMBER Tasmanian pulp mill.  
 
It is quite obvious that at the elite top end of tinsel town, there are rumblings of 
dissatisfaction amongst the players, for why would ex-prime ministerial advisor 
Geoffrey Cousins attack one of his corporate peers. 
 
What is more interesting is Cousins has attacked the Federal Environment Minister on 
grounds that Turnbull has failed the environment by his decision. Cousins actions 
have identified himself as an environmentalist fighting for the Tasmanian people in 
this cause - or has he? 
 
What most are not aware of is the apparent darker side to the Geoffrey Cousins cause. 
Perhaps our Mr Cousins well publicised rooting for the environment and the 
Tasmanian Tamar Valley has driving forces other than radical green idealism.  
Perhaps stone throwing at glass houses is his misguided belief his own house is built 
of bulletproof glass, hence tossing caution to the wind, or perhaps it is his sheer 
arrogance and wealth. 
 
It has come to our attention at SOS-NEWS that this self-proclaimed environmental 
champion of the people, Geoffrey Cousins, owns property in southern Tasmania near 
Port Arthur.  Land to which all accounts he desires to subdivide. 
 
It is also interesting that this subject property of Mr Cousins is adjacent to a property 
owned by none other than wandering multi-millionaire adventurer, Dick Smith, who 
wishes, with his daughter and son-in-law, to turn this pristine beachfront property, 
into a 6 star ECO-friendly coastal retreat for the wealthy.   
 
Both projects, have not only met huge stiff environmental opposition, but those 
applications to the Tasman Council have been put on hold for the time being. 
 
Hmmmmmmmmm I here you say - but wait… there’s more - YES, very much more.   
 
The environmental movements that oppose these neighbouring projects are almost 
every single Tasmanian environmental organisation, with the exception of one.  
Conspicuous not so much by their absence, but rather their desire to mediate the 
projects problems, are the apple isle Greens, headed by none other than Bob Brown. 
   
Predictable as clockwork, you would expect screaming environmental vandalism by 
the wealthy elite, but in this situation, Bobby boy and his band of Greens are reported 
as sanctioning the deal as the best that could be on the table. 
 
Now why are we in wonder?  
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Could Bob Brown be suffering from a severe case of mate ship premature 
adjudication? 
 
With a Federal election pending, the Greens are needing to garner as much political 
kudos as possible in the public’s eye. Why would Bobby & his radical green company 
fail to cry bloody murder, as they would if this was a GUNNS project?  Well perhaps 
here our inquires will show how the plot thickens dramatically, and just what some of 
those dedicated donations well intentioned supporters make to the Green movement 
buys you. 
 
Questions: 
 

?? Yes there must be a deal in the wind somewhere, but what could it be?   
?? Just what worth is placed upon Green silence?  Just how many dollars does it 

take to quell the raving radical green masses?   
?? Is it possible that the greens would prostitute themselves on one hand to 

achieve a result on the other?   
?? Would Bobby boy put himself in such a financially tenuous position that he 

could be required to sell his sole to safeguard his purse? 
?? Perhaps we will never know the answers to such hypothetical questions, but 

we will tell you what our investigative resources have unraveled as a 
possibility for the Green acquiescence. 

 
Let us take you on a walk through our researched data that will explain the game play, 
the deceit and an outright agenda driven conspiracy listing all the players, and the 
parts they have played. 
 
Read on…  
 
 

The Recherche Bay Deal 
 
On February 8th 2006 the historic forest on 
the North East Peninsula of Recherche Bay 
was saved from logging, where the Vernons 
had approval from the Forest Practices 
Authority to harvest 30,000 tonnes of 
woodchips and 5000 tonnes of sawlogs from 
their freehold property in the next three years. 
 
A deal was struck by government and the 
Greens in a significant outcome for the 
cultural historic landscape, now listed as a 
National Heritage, owners David and Robert 
Vernon agreed to sell their historic property to 
be managed for the nation under the green 
group “Tasmanian Land Conservancy”, in a 
deal brokered by Senator Bob Brown and 
underwritten by businessman Dick Smith with 
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the Tasmanian State Government contributing. The purchase proceeded. 
 
As the Tasmanian Land Conservancy then needed to raise $2.5 million, interest free 
loan to repay Dick and Pip Smith, they urge people to contribute to the fund. Bob 
Brown made a public statement, and in a press release, quoted that for security on the 
Dick Smith $2.5 million loan, he was placing his Liffey property and house (Pictured) 
as security. 
 
With the solidarity projected by the radical greens and dedication to the environment, 
donations fell short of the mark of around $1.37 million, now placing the Bob Brown 
home at the mercy of the lender. 
 
Mid-September 2007, Dick Smith’s outstanding loan was $1.37 million, he donated 
this back to the organisation thus discharging Brown’s property as security.  
 
Dick Smith  in 2001, also donated $50,000 to the National Library of Australia to 
assist with the digitisation of the papers of the nation's first Prime Minister, Sir 
Edmund Barton is a true gift to the people of Australia. 
 
 

The Cousins and Smith (Neighbours) DEAL 
 
Who is Geoffrey Cousins? 
 
At last year’s Telstra AGM, Cousins needed the 
government’s 6.446 billion votes to get elected because he 
faced an unprecedented against vote from institutions of 
1.73 billion shares. Cousins was only supported by 240 
million shares before the government saved the day. 
 
However, Cousins does have a long history of self 
preservation at any cost as he walks amongst his victims.  
 

?? A 20 year friendship with Nick Whitlam didn’t stop him from turning crown 
witness against Whitlam over some NRMA proxy voting. 

 
?? He also railed against the practices of Crown Casino developer Hudson 

Conway when he was put onto that board by Kerry Packer. 
 

?? Recently castigating John Howard’s Environment Minister, Malcolm 
Turnbull, having been previously a consultant to the Prime Minister 

 
 
TELSTRA - Director since November 2006 
Geoffrey Cousins joined Telstra as a non-executive director on 14 November 2006.  
 
Mr Cousins has more than 26 years experience as a company director. Mr Cousins 
was previously the Chairman of George Patterson Australia and is a former Director 
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of Publishing and Broadcasting Limited, the Seven Network, Hoyts Cinemas group 
and NM Rothschild & Sons Limited.  
 
He was the first Chief Executive of Optus Vision and before that held a number of 
executive positions at George Patterson, including Chief Executive of George 
Patterson Australia.  
 
Directorships of Other Listed Companies - current: 
Insurance Australia Group Limited (2000-).  
Directorships of Listed Companies - past three years:  
Globe International Limited (2001-2003).  
Other: 
Mr Cousins was previously a consultant to the Prime Minister. 
 
Mr Cousins is by actions, effectivly campaigning against Mr Turnbull in his eastern 
Sydney seat on the pulp mill issue. 
 
Cousins considers himself an author, with a plethora of baited breath novel junkies 
awaiting his next conquest, where we found that it has received far from rave reviews 
and is destined for the cobweb shelves in the publishing house of Allen and Unwin. 
 
Some of the build-up hype we discovered on Cousins debut novel, The Butcherbird. 
274 pages of “The Double Bay Set” and  the connotations of business corruption and 
collusion has attracted well deserved accolades of  - “who cares” – difficult to find a 
literary critic that bothered to comment. 
 
 
Geoffrey Cousins ANZ Bank Threats to GUNNS Timber 
 
To be a trusted confidential advisor to the Australia’s Prime Minister, who appointed 
Cousins to the board of Telstra, then acting as a radical green activist, terrorising one 
of the largest and oldest companies of Tasmania, GUNNS Timber, started a personal 
vendetta against the prime minister’s Environment Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, all of 
this while his personal applications to the Tasman Council is under review by a 
planning tribunal for that sub-division of land, inhabited by one of the world most 
endangered species, would seem questionable movements of any rational person. 
 
Cousins, a self proclaimed pillar of society, has made public, THREATS of lobbying 
the ANZ bank to refuse funding GUNNS Timber - a client of that bank since 1995-  
financial backing for the new Tamar Pulp Mill is inconceivable. That any bank worth 
its salt would consider this dedicated environmental vendetta of Cousins, other than to 
be a personal attack on one of their clients, seems to not be an issue.   
 
ANZ has policies in place on environmental issues loaded toward the Greens policies 

which alienates the bank from 2/3 of Australians who find Green 
policies on drugs and environment issue offensive and ECO 
detrimental.   

ANZ Bank director since July 1991. Mr Charles Goode (pictured) 
was appointed Chairman in August 1995 and present chairman, is 
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an ex Officio member of all ANZ Board Committees. To place his credentials before 
you, MR C B GOODE, AC B COM (Hons), MBA, HON LLD (Melb), HON LLD 
(Monash) Age 68 and resides in Melbourne. 

With all those accolades, one would assume Cousins lobbying this ANZ bank would 
have been extinguished by such a learned and experienced chairman of this public 
corporation. 
 
Now with a balancing act to perform between “Green, Mean and Be Seen”, the bank 
published a well-worded media release, a document even government experienced 
spin doctors would be proud of, from the ANZ website. This is published below. 
 
ANZ Bank Media Release 5th October 2007 
http://www.anz.com/aus/about/media/mediareleases2007/media.asp?year=2007&type=mr 
 

Update on ANZ and GUNNS Limited proposed  
Bell Bay Pulp Mill 

 
ANZ is a potential financier of the proposed Bell Bay Pulp Mill in northern 
Tasmania. 
 
The mill is being proposed by GUNNS Limited, an ANZ client since 1995. 
Any project of this size and complexity involves many questions involving a wide 
range of stakeholders, with differing perspectives. 
 
It is in our interest to ensure that all risks that potentially influence the long term 
financial viability of a project – including credit, social and environmental - are 
fully understood, and will be managed by the client over the long-term, before 
any financing decision is made. 
 
This update is to clarify for our stakeholders our decision-making process on the 
Pulp Mill proposal, including which issues are relevant to us as a potential 
financier and how we will address these in accordance with the Equator Principles. 
 
Has ANZ made a decision? 
 
ANZ has not made a decision on whether to finance the project and will only do 
so once we have considered our client’s proposed compliance with all government 
conditions. 
 
The Tasmanian Parliament approved a permit for the mill on 30 August. This 
approval carries with it detailed operational conditions for the proposed project. 
These conditions were based on the findings of two reports the Tasmanian 
Government commissioned on the pulp mill proposal – one looking at 
environmental aspects of the proposal and the other exploring the economic and 
social impact of the mill. 
 
The Federal Minister for the Environment and Water Resources approved the 
project under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
on 4 October, subject to GUNNSs satisfying 48 conditions. The conditions include 
effluent management measures and protection of wildlife and vegetation. 
 
ANZ’s decision making process 
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ANZ has commissioned an independent technical review of the proposed pulp mill 
to inform our decision. We will base our decision principally on the outcomes of 
this review and the project’s ability to comply with all government approval 
conditions. 
 
The review is testing the technical aspects of the mill’s design and its overall 
feasibility with reference to engineering specifications, design plans and other 
supporting information. 
 
As this project proposal involves significant social and/or environmental issues, 
the technical review will also include an assessment of the adequacy of measures 
proposed by the company to manage these risks on an ongoing basis. 
 
It is standard practice for ANZ to commission an independent technical review of 
project finance proposals. These reviews help us identify and manage the risks 
involved in a project financing. It is in our commercial interest to thoroughly 
assess and respond to all risks, including credit, operational, social and 
environmental, before we commit to finance. If not managed properly, such 
issues can threaten the long-term financial viability of a project by causing 
delays, costly changes to project design or cost overruns. 
 
Ensuring our business decisions are also based on sound social and 
environmental standards protects our reputation and credibility among 
stakeholders. 
 
Review of social and environmental issues 
 
The social and environmental review that forms part of the independent technical 
review will examine: 
 

• the evidence and other documentation from previous assessments of the 
pulpmill to confirm there has been a complete and accurate examination of 
potential social and environmental issues; and 
 
• the conditions imposed on the development of the mill by the Tasmanian 
Parliament and the Federal Government. 

 
The review is not a repeat or re-examination of government processes. 
As a potential financier, our focus is on ensuring that any significant social or 
environmental issues posed by the mill have been identified and that those issues 
can and will be managed by the client. 
 
The Equator Principles 
 
As well as being part of our standard commercial decision making process, the 
independent technical review will help us confirm that our approach satisfies any 
obligations under the Equator Principles. ANZ adopted the Principles in December 
2006 and they have provided additional structure and guidance to our decision-
making process. 
 
Due to its scale and potential impacts on surrounding areas, we are treating the 
proposed mill as a Category A (high potential social and environmental impact) 
project under the Equator Principles. 
 
This means ANZ as potential financier must ensure there has been a 
comprehensive social and environmental impact assessment of the project and 
that the borrower has prepared an action plan which contains mitigation 
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measures, corrective actions and ongoing monitoring measures necessary to 
manage the issues identified by the impact assessment. 
 
The independent technical review will assess whether the project has fulfilled 
these requirements to date as well as directly satisfy the requirement that all 
Category A projects be subject to an independent review by a social and 
environmental expert before a financing decision is made. 
 
What are the next steps? 
 
The independent technical review is continuing. 
ANZ will publicly announce its decision once our client responds to the Federal 
Government’s conditions and seeks financing for the proposed mill. 
October 2007 
 
After reading the media release, keep in mind risk factors the bank refers to changed 
with Farmers when the vegetation (act) was introduced by politicians to appease the 
greens, thus securing their seats with promised preference votes. This led to wholesale 
bank foreclosures on rural loans, because the equity in the farm was now reduced to 
zero in many instances, as it was Peter Spencers, a NSW farm that hosted the finest 
wool production in Australia prior to this unworkable and scientifically 
unsubstantiated legislation act which rendered his pristine property worthless. 
 
So our ANZ is aware of Green manipulation it would seem and the volatile GUNNS 
Timber battlefield, even with government sanction, remains at the whim of the Bob 
Browns and his army of ratbags. 
 

Who Are These People? 

QUOTE: Frank Lee is a ‘pen or 
keyboard name’ shared by many 
and varied people, and she, he and 
whoever are a part of long standing 
and honourable tradition in 
literature and the newspaper world.  

http://tamarpulpmilltalk.blogspot.c
om/ 

The above link will take you to the 
website and detail the venom being 
gushed from a group of people who 
state they use the name FRANK 
LEE that can be anyone. SOS-
NEWS agents have identified these 
radical greens hiding place, their 
names and addresses are now on 

file for a later chapter to their pathetic lives. Exposure they hate, and we have loads of 
that in the GUNNS BARREL. 
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The letter below was sent to the ANZ bank CEO and signed… “Frank Lee”  

ANZ BANK CEO McFarlane, 
 
Dear Mr. McFarlane, 
 
I am writing to respectfully request that ANZ commit to neither fund nor support the Bell Bay Pulp Mill project 
proposed by your client GUNNSs Limited.  
 
Just how can GUNNSs Ltd actually build a pulp mill for $1.4 billion, creating thousands of direct and indirect jobs and 
give the community that warm and cosy good feeling they say they will?  
 
Just how can a company whose share price has fallen 34 per cent in the last financial year, making it the ninth worst 
performing stock on the Australian Stock Exchange, afford to spend $1.4 billion dollars on a pulp mill when its capital 
value, based on a share price of $2.75 is $880 million?  
 
Just how is it that ANZ cannot see these numbers and then fund such an ill considered project? Does ANZ actually 
have its shareholders, and investors, interests at heart? What will happen if ANZ investors leave the fold because of 
the threat of a bad ANZ corporate investment!? 
 
GUNNSs' logging practices rank among the worst in the developed world. The old-growth forests it is rapidly 
destroying include some of the Earth's oldest and tallest trees, and the wildlife that it routinely kills in the process 
includes biologically unique and threatened species.  
 
You are likely aware that the proposed Bell Bay pulp mill would heavily rely upon and accelerate this destruction of 
Tasmania’s native forest. The chlorine-bleaching mill would also greatly pollute the atmosphere and surrounding 
marine environment, including the production of deadly chemicals such as dioxin and furan.  
 
ANZ still has the opportunity to do the right thing by its share holders by backing away from any funding or support 
for this environmentally egregious project.  
 
As many leaders of the financial industry rapidly move towards greater corporate responsibility and ethical practices, 
ANZ needs to decide whether it will progress its values or risk being left behind by customers that demand higher 
standards.  
 
We sincerely hope and believe ANZ is capable of making the right choice. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Frank Lee 
Launceston Tasmania 

So did the ANZ bank file this letter from Frank Lee, as a person, with  legitimate 
personal matters of concern against their client GUNNS Timber? 
 
 
Visy Board has more Gun’s than GUNNS TIMBER 
 

This issue of pulp milling has seen our exposure of Richard 
Pratt’s (pictured) Visy Board, “The Ratt Pack”  and their 
protection from radical ratbags by NSW government 
legislating the Visy (Act) 1997 to protect Richard Pratt’s 
fortune. In October 2007, Mr Pratt and executives were 
before the courts for price fixing with Amcor (another paper 
producing giant), the fines of millions fade to oblivion with 
the production of his protected timber harvester and paper 
pulping, with Bob Browns accolades of Visy, he will 

continue to reap. 
 
If you are of the 2/3rd, who see through the radical green with an ANZ account, you 
may wish to review your banking habits. 
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Geoffrey Cousins - Tasmainian Land Owner 
 
Geoffrey Cousins has been published as an author and a person knifing his way up the 
corporate ladder. history relates accountability is compulsory on your way down. 
 
Cousins and Dick Smith are neighbours, owning properties at Crescent Bay near 
Tasmania’s historic Port Arthur.  The land area is home to the threatened White-
bellied Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster) which is subject to the rule of a 10 hectare 
exclusion zone for eagles nests. 
  
This magnificent bird is listed under Commonwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 as Migratory and under Tasmanian Threatened 
Species Protection Act 1995 as vulnerable.  (It was also a reason given for 'saving' 
Recherche Bay) 
  
If the development is to have significant impact, it must be approved as a controlled 
action.  Any developer may avoid future prosecution by submitting to the Federal 
Environment Minister, Malcolm Turnbull and the Tasmanian Environment Minister 
an application to determine if the development is a 'controlled action' and to seek 
approval.   
 
GUNNS Timber’s development, at the controversial Pulp mill, did this, Geoffrey 
Cousins seems to have not. 
 
In the 1980’s the Briggs family wanted to sell their 400 acres at Crescent Bay. They 
handed it to L.J Hookers real estate company to market, who had an enquiry from a 
Mr Martin Beck. He tried to get approval from the Tasman Council to put a 
development up, but it was rejected because it contravened the Tasman Planning 
Scheme.  
 
He handed it back to L.J. Hookers, who then sold it to a Mr Flowers from Queensland 
for a suggested $160.000. 
 
Around 1986, Mr Flowers tried to get a Japanese development going to build a golf 
course and complex infrastructure. When that fell through, he sold it to Geoffrey 
Cousins for a reported $800.000. 
 
Cousins sat on it until 2003 then offered it to Noye and Tanner as a potential ECO 
resort. The Tasman council approved that to start with, but  “Friends of Crescent Bay” 
then took it to appeal where the R.P.D.C. threw it out because of contravening with 
the State Coastal Policy and the Tasman Planning scheme and the deal fell through. 
 
All this was happening when the Greens were purchasing the Vernon family land at 
Recherche Bay, negotiating with Dick Smith’s financing the purchase. 
 
In February 2005, Geoffrey Cousins knowing previous ECO deals applications failed, 
sold 100 acres to Dick Smith for a reported $1.million.  
 
Cousins recovered his initial investment plus $200,000, the remaining 300 acres he 
has subdivision aspirations before the Tasman Council which are now stalled on 
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application and environmental issues he is reluctant to mention on his annihilation 
crusade.     
 
Early this year Geoffrey Cousins submitted an application for boundary adjustment 
and splits his 300 acres into 3 lots of 100 acres, with covenants on them of one house 
dwelling only. However the access road to the development is through Dick Smiths 
property with access by arrangement we are told. 
 
Cousins application was approved in early July 2007 for the subdivision after he had 
sold Dick Smith the 100 acres for $1 million. Cousins application presently is under 
appeal by Pam Fenerity, the local Doctor (GP), who is being assisted by the 
Environment Defender’s Office in Hobart.  A court appearance in December, 2007, 
concerning Cousins suspect application may prove interesting to say the least. 
 
The Australian newspaper published an article where they exposed Cousins 
Tasmanian development with the following excerpt on September 04, 2007. 

Ms Field, whose husband Michael led Labor in a coalition government with Green 
MPs from 1989 to 1992, joined a local councillor opposed to the sub-division, 
Roseanne Heyward, in calling on Mr Cousins to instead donate the land to the 
adjacent National Park.  

"That would be a wonderful gesture, for such a wealthy man as Geoffrey Cousins, if 
he is that concerned about the environment and the pulp mill," Ms Field said.  

Mr Cousins ruled out that option, but said his conduct in strictly limiting development 
and placing covenants on the land title to protect the environment were a model for 
others to follow.  

"I'm extremely proud of the manner in which we've handled the matter down there,"  

"I've owned that land for 16 years and having decided to sell it I intentionally placed 
on it conditions that no one else would place on it to protect the land."  

He said the opposition was an attempt to discredit him over the pulp mill. "There is no 
doubt about that - this has been going on for over a year and suddenly it's in the 
media," he said. 

Well Geoffrey the tool of the game is “Main Stream media at 50 paces” so if the heat 
is exrtreme - donate. 

 

Cousin’s Vendetta  and his “Double Bay Set” Army 
 
Mustering his troops of the Sydney Eastern Suburbs elite, society social climbers, 
sundry plastic people, including the unaware sport personalities, capped with 
obligatory social climbing decapitates - naturally with a Taswegian guest list removal 
- backed this self proclaimed knight in shining armour – the delusional windmill 
chasing champion of Camelot Tasmania. 
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Geoffrey Cousins being interviewed on ABC Televisions Lateline Tuesday, August 
28, 2007 by Tony Jones is compulsive viewing, showing negative body language, an 
apparent inability to annunciate words, with an application of egg on the face. He 
mentions nothing of his land holdings, environmental issues, addressing questions 
with spins delivered like cricketer Shane Warne.  
 
 
Just a few quotes from the video to example: 
 
“Who cares what GUNNS think” 
“I am not targeting Malcolm Turnbull” 
He uses the famous “WE” … and THEY never defined 
“Deals done in dark corners” 
“Admit threatening to use – “raw political power to get his way” 
“I could ring the Prime Minister but that is not my style” 
“Admits he was a Tasmanian Franklin River 1980’s canoeist/protestor” 
“I am not a party political person” 
“I am not backing the Greens” 
“The list goes on” ….LISTEN AND WATCH. 
 
Click below to form your own opinion from the video online 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/video/2007/08/28/2017066.htm 
 
Australian Greens leader Senator Bob Brown, anti-pulp mill campaigner and Sydney 
businessman Geoffrey Cousins,  have obtained legal advice suggesting Mr Turnbull 
must reject the mill under national environmental laws if further conditions and 
modelling are needed. Lawyer’s bank accounts swell from this nonsense – score, 
dictators ONE – Cousins/Brown NIL - disadvantage server. 

 
Dick Smith 

Before we travel into this segment, SOS-NEWS regognises that Dick Smith, with 
wife Pip, is a patriotic Australia of the first 
order.  

He has done more for this nation than most, 
holding stature with his food product lines 
maintaining 100% Australian made, as 
government has allowed traditional products to 
be absorbed, or driven offshore, Dick Smith 
has been a tireless campaigner against this 

selling off of our heritage companies.  
 
Dick, hold your head up very high, you are a true Dinki-Di Aussie. 
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Dick Smith needed a return on his investment, with his daughter, Hayley, son in law 
James Baillie, they propose a 5 star ECO-Tourist development. With a lot of fanfare, 
arrived at the Tasman council in Dick’s helicopter to present the proposal. 
 
Council did not approve the development for it contravenes the State Coastal Policy 
and the Tasman Planning Scheme. It failed the accompanying study done on fauna.  
 
Late August, 2007, a meeting with  Miff Pty Ltd, registered office Chatswood NSW 
2067, the Dick Smith and Baillie family company, proffered (from attendees at the 
subject meeting) “they had not done the obligatory fauna study because they did not 
want to alert the locals about the resident eagles just in case they (locals) may disturb 
them”. Why would locals (documented) disturb the animals, or birds, they know are 
resident there when they lodged their objection on behalf off these species?  
 
Set down for September 14th, 2007, was a mediation hearing with the Tasmanian 
Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal. Requesting time for further 
studies, Miff Pty Ltd pulled out of that meeting.  
 
Geoffrey Cousins a few days later started his meddling in the GUNNS Pulp Mill from 
Sydney.  Miff Pty Ltd group at the same time asked for an adjournment of 6 months 
on the RMPA Tribunal. 
 
We must pause to review why all objectors, outside of the locals to the Crescent Point 
project, did not push for a refusal to give Miff Pty Ltd the extended time, which 
presents as a diversionary tactic.  
 
Bob Brown and his mean green machine move like wolf packs on GUNNS Timber at 
every chance, presents the question, would the current volatile pulp mill under siege 
from green terrorists been averted with a $1.75 million dollar donation to the 
Recherche Bay greens project by GUNNS Timber, thus releasing Bob Brown’s home 
from pending foreclosure, stifled the greens persistent persecution of that company ?     
 
The eagles nesting in the Point Puer State Reserve, adjacent to Dick Smiths land, are 
at the moment nesting and can be seen almost daily in the vicinity of the nests, that 
require a 10 hectare buffer zone. 
 
The Project Proposed by Miff Pty Ltd 
 
The Eco Resort building plan includes a 16 unit staff accommodation (Obviously not 
using locals they do not need quarters) 20 suites (projected $800 per night 5- 6 star) 
and a restaurant. 
 
This will be exclusive and exclude locals being a zero benefit for that community 
which Miff Pty Ltd is promoting as of significant financial benefit to obtain approval. 
 
Projection seems that it will come to a hearing in the new year, 2008. 
 
During all of these findings, we cannot dismiss Dick Smith may have been mislead 
understanding the original plan was helping his daughter, and now left holding the 
bag. 
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Mr Smith, as quoted in mainstream media on 10th October, 2007, says he's now is 
willing to sell the land for $1.6 million as he has had enough of the pit falls placed in 
his way, but doesn't believe the Tasmanian Government will be interested in 
purchasing. 
  
 
Malcolm Turnbull  
 

 The Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, 
Malcolm Turnbull, has imposed 48 tough environmental 
conditions on the proposed GUNNSs pulp mill in Tasmania's 
Tamar Valley. 
 
In summary, the key elements of the conditions are: 
 
An integrated Environmental Impact Management Plan that 
will strictly prescribe all actions relating to EPBC Act matters.  
 

An independent panel, drawn from national and international experts, to oversee the 
design, implementation and monitoring of the pulp mill.  
 
An independent inspector, appointed by the Australian Government, to monitor 
GUNNSs compliance, and Guarantee of tertiary treatment of effluent, in the unlikely 
event it becomes necessary.  
 
The Chief Scientist of Australia, Dr Jim Peacock AC, has advised that the expert 
panel of scientists that he convened to review the pulp mill assessment were 
impressed by the technical and engineering advances that have been made in the 
design and operation of Elemental Chlorine Free pulp mills. The panel accepted that 
the proposed mill was likely to conform to world's best practice. In relation to effluent 
being released into the marine environment, the dioxin limit is more than 70 percent 
better than world's best practice. 
 
Visit The Federal Government Department of Environment and Water website to 
view the documents and reports on the GUNNSs Wood Pulp Mill: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/notices/assessments/2007/3385/decision.html 
 
7.30 Report 22/08/2007 Reporter: Kerry O'Brien  
Transcript Segments 
Geoff Cousins, former Prime Ministerial adviser and a Government appointee to the 
Telstra board, fired a provocative broadside at Federal Environment Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull over the assessment process he has conducted into the proposal by 
Tasmanian forestry company GUNNS, to build the giant pulp mill.  
 
The Tasmanian Government had earlier intervened to fast track considerations of 
community and scientific concerns over the mill, and Mr Cousins has said he'll 
campaign against Mr Turnbull in his marginal Sydney seat unless he changes the 
Federal Government's own investigations into the proposed mill to conduct a full 
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open inquiry. Malcolm Turnbull has described Mr Cousins as a rich bully who is not 
fit to serve on a public company board. 
 
MALCOLM TURNBULL, FEDERAL ENVIRONMENT MINISTER: Well, let's be 
quite clear, what I have done in assessing the pulp mill, and I have not completed our 
assessment by the way, but I've not made a decision to approve the pulp mill, but 
what the process I've undertaken is one strictly in accordance with the environment 
Act, the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, and that has been 
found to be in accordance with the Act by the Federal Court. So the process we've 
undertaken has been very diligent and thorough. There have been two periods of 
public consultation to date and what I have done over the last few days, what I 
announced over the weekend, is almost without precedent in terms of additional 
public consultation. 
 
What I've done is taken the advice that I've received from my department on the 
proposed, the approval they proposed, and the conditions they propose and all of the 
reasons for it and I've published them and I've invited public comments and feedback 
for 10 business days. So, in other words, I've taken the people of Tasmania and 
Australia and said, "Sit next to me at the Environment Minister's desk and look at all 
of papers presented to me. You review them like me."  
 
In addition to that, I've asked the chief scientist of the Commonwealth to give his 
views and assemble a panel of scientists - his choice and not mine - to give an 
independent decision. 
 
KERRY O'BRIEN: Geoff Cousins accuses you of trying to have it both ways, that 
you want to criticise the State Government for failing to meet their responsibilities in 
this matter while doing much less than you should to protect the environment. 
 
MALCOLM TURNBULL: Kerry, I don't know what Geoffrey Cousins wants.  
 
Geoffrey Cousins has never written a submission. He tells me he's writing one today. 
That will be good. That will be good to see actually what he wants. We have a process 
where people have the opportunity to write in, to let us know what their criticisms are, 
what their concerns are, if they feel the process should be dealt with in a different way 
to let us know. 
 
Now, Geoffrey Cousins has never bothered to do that. All we've heard is this threat 
and, as I have said, I will not be bullied by anybody. I have to discharge my duties in 
accordance with the Act, based on the science and based on the facts.  
 
Now, I will not be bullied by Geoffrey Cousins. I'll not be bullied by people that are 
in favour of the mill. The people of Australia are entitled to know that their 
Environment Minister will be not be stood over by anybody. I don't care how 
distinguished or rich a businessman they may be, if they want to make a submission, 
if they want to express a point of view, let them do it, and I've encouraged Mr Cousins 
to do that and I hope he does and when he does we will have very careful regard to 
what he says, just as we have done to all of the other submissions. 
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GUNNS TIMBER 
 
GUNNS Timber Limited is a major forestry enterprise located in Tasmania, Australia. 
 
Founded in 1875 by brothers John and Thomas GUNNS, it is one of Australia's oldest 
companies. It has over 900 square kilometres of plantations, mainly eucalyptus trees. 
It does not have an exclusive act of parliament, as Richard Pratt does with the NSW 
Government to protect his pulping and timber harvesting interest.  
 
Do not feel comfortable resident on the Apple Isle. Foreclosure is not out of the 
question, government at federal level read the big picture with sacrifice an option as 
Australia’s 21 million people’s international debt plummets to around $650 BILLION 
dollars, just 2 points only behind the USA with 180 million people.  
 
Massive financial depression is looming on the near horizon gives little title to green 
demolition under orders from their fictional faction of farcical science to destroy from 
within our national economy. 
 
GUNNS Timber is the largest wood chipper in the Southern Hemisphere, with retail 
stores throughout Tasmania including several Mitre 10 outlets and the increasingly 
boycotted Tamar Ridge winery. 
 
What is “old growth” forest?  
 
Do GUNNS Timber harvest old growth forests, and if so, why? 
 
The nationally accepted definition of old growth forests is “ecologically mature forest 
where the effects of disturbance are now negligible”. 86% of the old growth forests 
standing on publicly owned lands in Tasmania is either protected in reserves, or will 
be unavailable for harvesting under the conditions of the Forest Practices Code.  
 
A small amount of wood is harvested from old growth forests; mainly for high quality 
sawlogs and veneer logs, but in total less than 3% of old growth forests on public land 
will be subject to clear fall in the next ten years. No old growth as defined by the RFA 
will be used in the approved pulp mill. 
 
The forest industry is gradually transitioning away from the use of mature age 
resource, as regrowth and plantation resource expands, and processes are developed to 
produce quality products from younger, smaller diameter logs. 
 

Facts and Figures  
 
GUNNS Timber is Tasmania’s largest private land-owner, employing over 1200 
people, and with a turnover in excess of $600 million.  
 
Tasmania's $200 million poppy industry exports premium raw product to the medical 
drug companies for production of morphine. 
 
The fishing industry out of Tasmania returns $350 million 
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The Agriculture industry out of Tasmania returns $1 billion 
 
Tasmanian Local Government Environment Protection Expenditure  
(Taxpayer Dollars) $85 Million 
 
Tasmanian National Heritage Trust Expenditure (taxpayer funded) $35 million 
 
Government stats show Tasmanian Environment concern percentages of people 
holding the Apple Isle to ransom:  

?? Freshwater pollution (18.7% of Tasmanians) 

?? Destruction of trees/ecosystems (18.5% of Tasmanians) 

?? Ocean/sea pollution (18.3% of Tasmanians) 

?? Air pollution (17.6% of Tasmanians) 

?? Garbage/rubbish disposal (11.7% of Tasmanians) 

 
The controversy with greens and Tasmanian government back in 1989 over the 
proposed Wesley Vale pulp mill was scrapped when the then federal environment 
minister Graham Richardson intervened as ruling umpire.    
 
This picture shows the growth of forest land reserves from 13% in 1982 to 46% in 
2006 of Tasmania which has seen this massive lock it up land legislated by the pollies 
to maintain their preference vote supply line from the greens, neither environment 
factual science from irrefutable sources, nor commonsense seems to have been in the 
equation. 
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Again we see the minority manipulating the politicians and shifting the goal post and 
never short of government handouts of taxpayer money to fund their agendas. 
 

The Tasmanian Government  
 
The goal posts for Pulp mill requirement have been shifted since 1989 with stringent 
environmental compliance that is practical  

The Tasmania Minister for Planning, Steven Kons (pictured), Attorney-General 
Minister for Justice and Workplace Relations and a qualified corporate lawyer, 
recently contracted two independent consultants to undertake an assessment and 

review of the proposed GUNNS Timber Bell Bay Pulp Mill 
against the 2004 guideline and the Pulp Mill Assessment Act 
2007. 

SWECO PIC was appointed to undertake an assessment of the 
project against the Environmental Emission Limit Guidelines for 
any New Bleached Kraft Eucalypt Pulp Mill in Tasmania. 
 
ITS Global was appointed to provide a review of the net social 
and economic benefits of the proposed mill. 
 

Both Consultants’ reports were received by the Minister for Planning on 29 June 2007 
and were publicly released by the Premier on 5 July 2007. to download these reports 
 
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/justice/pulpmillassessment/sweco_pic_report 
 
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/justice/pulpmillassessment/its_global_report 
 
Tasmanian Premier, Paul Lennon, welcomed the GUNNS Ltd approval to build the 
pulp plant and quoted, 
 
“This decision will come as a relief to everyone who wants to end the lunacy of 
exporting our raw timber products and having them value-added overseas.  

“Finally, we are at a point in our history where we can proceed to downstream 
process our timber resources instead of shipping them away for others to enjoy the 
economic benefits associated with turning them into pulp and then paper.  

“This is a victory for logic and reason over scare mongering and fear campaigns.”  

Consistency of the greens will never happen as their hundreds of fragmented groups, 
each seeking funding for survival, fearing the day the well will run dry from public 
awareness to the real facts, are destroying this nation. 

The area of major concern is the public service on all levels of government where 
they do have “Yes Minister” power to set their personal agendas in place right under 
the noses of the politicians totally absorbed in their nest feathering and personal 
comfort zones. 
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The major radical green problem stems from the likes of Geoffrey Cousins, a loose 
canon reflecting on personal wealth, contacts and power to set in place a witch hunt 
media driven bandwagon to satisfy some personal agenda, while wheeling and dealing 
his Tasmanian landholding which seems to be violating environmental issues. 

The greens did not make a move on the Cousins/Smith developments, it was only the 
local people. 

Bob Brown had his home and land released from security 
after Dick Smith donated back the outstanding debt. 

Bob Brown stated of the Visy Board mill in NSW,  

'An excellent example of pulp and papering is the 
approach taken by Visy in the planning, 
development and construction of their kraft pulp 
and paper board mill at Tumut'   

 Thousands of dollars are donated by Richard Pratt’s Visy 
Board, to green groups around Australia, WHY?  Visy 
Board has never been under attack from the Greens even 
though they harvest timber from the northern Snowy 
Mountain area.  Non-indigenous plantation timber planted 
at the expense of tens of thousands of hectares of once 
productive farming land and spreads like a virus well into 
the hinterland of the Kosiuscko mountains. WHY?  

We need environment control and the preservation of our heritage, we do not need 
frenzied feral’s, or corporate warriors, representing 10% of Tasmania, generating 
terrorist tactics on a company that has received the umpires approval, world scientific 
recognition for a state of the art pulp mill complex. No pulp mill in the world has 
restrictions and safety issue like the proposed Bell Bay Pulp Mill in northern 
Tasmania. 

Less that 3% of old growth forest will be harvested over the next 10 years by GUNNS 
Timber, with 86% of the old growth forests standing on publicly owned lands in 
Tasmania being either protected in reserves, or will be unavailable for harvesting 
under the conditions of the Forest Practices Code. 

This not the end, just the curtain raiser for the SOS-NEWS investigative people who 
“like RUST Never Sleep” . 
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The International finance Corporation of the World Bank's excellent summary on 
pulp mills and their environment impacts. www.sosnews.org/pdf/pulp-and-paper-
safety.pdf 
 
Alliance for Environment Technology is another recommended website to visit 
hosting loads of information on pulp milling, chemicals, etc 
http://www.aet.org/epp/index.html 
 
The Geens Pulp Mill fiction where A PULP mill in Tasmania will bring HIV, melt 
the skifields in New Zealand, cause international diplomatic incidents and, to cap it all 
off, create a crisis in the Australian economy. That's according to the submission to 
the Resource Development and Planning Commission made by two Green MPs, Peg 
Putt and Christine Milne. 
http://www.news.com.au/mercury/story/0,22884,20545497-5006550,00.html 
 
Visit our website – www.sosnews.org -  
Our NEWSFRONT blog – www.sosnews.org/newsfront -   
Radical Green Watch network of blogs that keep tabs all over Australia – 
www.radicalgreenwatch.com  


